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Living with minerals

The land based minerals industry is one of the UK’s blggest and is v1ta1 to
even Iarger sectors of the economy such as construction and manufacturing.
This sector of the minerals industry is respon51ble for supplying the largest
flow of solid materidls in the economy, even greater in tonnage terms than
offshore oil and gas, yet most of us struggle to make the link between the use
of our land based mineral resources and our way of life.

BY NIGELJACKSON CHAIRMAN CBIMINERALS GROUP

Whilst there are signs of increased
public awareness of the issues affect-
ing energy, water and food supply the
fourth pillar of our way of life, miner-
als, hardly warrants a mention. As we
say in the industry “if you can’t grow
it you must dig it’ and ‘you can only
dig minerals where they lie’

The UK is fortunate to be blessed
with a very high degree of mineral
independence thanks to ourrich and
varied geology which provides abun-
dant resources of a wide variety of
minerdls which are critical t6 us all.

Making the link

Look around you. It doesn't matter

where you are¢, at home, at work or

on the move, minerals are every-

where. As you go through your day,

you encounter them at every turn.
Minerals put- the fabric and

strength not just into our buildings, .

but into our lives. Our needs are
underpinned by the often unseen
products of quarrying and mining,
minerals like granite, limestone,
sand, gravel, clays, industrial miner-
als, metal ores and of course coal,

From these raw materials come our
buildings, our infrastructure, indus-
trial products and energy. And with
them go our standard of living, our
health and well-being and our ability
to travel. From aeroplanes and
aspirins to zip-fasteners and zebra
crossings, minerals are everywhere,
Even our food and clothing rely
heavily on minerals for their produc-
tion, packaging and distribution.

The majority of our industrial and
aggregate minerals are produced in
the UK. But some, such as coal, are
increasingly being imported even

though indigenous resources remain

plentiful and we are almost entirely

dependent now on imports for our
. *

metallic needs;;

Minerals and the economy
Minerals play a vital role.not just in

- our society but in our economy. In a

typical year, we use some 540.1uil-
lion tonnes in the UK, pearly ten
tonnes for every man, woman and
child. Around 60 per cent is extract-
ed on land, while the remainder is
drawn from the continental shelf
around our shores or imported.

The UK's minerals are ‘worth
£26bn a year, of which minerals
extracted from land minerals
account for £3.5bn but their total
contribution to UK plc is far greater.
The industry employs some 55,000
people and many more indirectly. It
also plays a particular role in sup-
porting employment in construction
and manufacturing.

Many of the Government’s own
social objectives and aims for the
built environment cannot be
achieved without a continuing and
affordable supply of minerals and
mineral based products. The Sus-
tainable Communities agenda, the
Ten-Year Transport Plan, 2012
Olympics, Crossrail and the develop-
ment of Thames Gateway and other
growth areas all rely on the supply
of minerals and the construction
products made from them. Schools;
hospitals and the utilities pro-
grammes are equally dependant.
However, repeated unsuccessful
attempts by various Governments to
make the planning system more
effective coupled with a deluge of

EU Directives and a dash of White-
hall gold plating is reducing the
level of our permitted reserves whilst
replenishment rates are falling. Sand
and gravel, silica sand, open cast
coal and fluorspar are just some of
those minerals whose landbanks are
falling to low levels.

Shortfalls

Unless access to our abundant min-
eral resources is maintained we
could see some potential shortfalls
in supply emerge over the next five
to ten years, possibly sooner.

- That's why the CBI Minerals
Group, which represents about 99
per cent of all UK land based extrac-
tion, has Jed the formation of the UK
National Minerals Forum with the
aim of improving the interface and
understanding between the industry,

opuon

Government and other important
bodies such as the mineral planning'
-authorities and environmental
urganjsaﬁons. )

The industry has so many good

" stories to tell, whether it is about

improved :environmental manage-
ment, restoration of quarries, our
contribution to bmdlversn:y and
geo-diversity or the best recycling
story in Europe with over 60mt,
around 25 per cent of total demand
for aggregates, now being supplied

by recycled construction and demo-

lition and other wastes.

Vital role

There is a need for a wider recogni-
tion of the vital and valuable role
that minerals play in our lives and
the economy. The industry hopes
that by being more pro-active and
genuinely committed to engaging
with its key stakeholders more peo-
ple will come to recognise how lucky
we are to be able to be so independ-
ent and independent for the long
term, provided we plan carefully.

It is interesting to note that even
the EU is now beginning to wake up
to the realisation that 2 healthy
European economy ; *al’ .'needs a
long term sustainable supply of
minerals to compete internationally.

However you look at it, living
without" minerals is _]ust not an
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